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VIA CREATIONIS 
 

INTRODUCTORY NOTES 
 
● WHAT: Similar to how the Via Crucis commemorates the mystery of the Passion, the Via Creationis 

commemorates the mystery of Creation. It does so by reading side by side the two sacred books 
that God wrote, as St. Augustine and other saints have taught throughout history: Book of Scripture 
and the Book of Nature, liber scripturae and liber naturae. By reading both books together we gain a 
richer appreciation of the great mystery of God’s creation of the cosmos. 
 

● WHY: As Christians, we have put so much emphasis in our understanding of God as Redeemer that 
we have neglected the importance of God as Creator. In fact, Benedict XVI taught that “In recent 
decades the doctrine of Creation had almost disappeared from theology.. The Redeemer is the 
Creator and if we do not proclaim God in his full grandeur - as Creator and as Redeemer - we also 
diminish the value of the Redemption.” The Via Creationis helps us to prayerfully ponder this 
mystery and praise our Creator for the marvels of Creation.  
 

● WHERE: It is highly encouraged to pray the Via Creationis outdoors, in the “Cathedral of Creation”. 
Could be an urban park or garden, the countryside, or wild nature – the more silent, the better. 
Having a waterbody at hand – sea, lake, river, pond, or stream – would be ideal for the water-related 
stations, but is not essential if inconvenient. 
 

● WHEN: Weekends are particularly good to pray the Via Creationis given their symbolism, be it on 
Saturday – the “last day” of the Genesis sequence in which God engages in contemplative rest 
enjoying the beauty of the cosmos – or Sunday – the “first day” of the Genesis sequence in which 
God initiates the mystery of the creative enterprise. Moreover, the Season of Creation (Sept 1-Oct 4) 
is particularly special to pray with the Via Creationis. 
 

● HOW: Following the Via Crucis logic, it is recommended that you: 1) identify beforehand 7 places that 
would be most suitable for each of the 7 stations (could be very close to each other or quite distant), 
and 2) prepare images depicting each station (as nature photographs, nature objects, paintings, 
sculptures, or homemade artworks), that you either place beforehand in each of the 7 places or 
simply carry with you to display in each station. Same as the Via Crucis, which has many variants 
(with various arrangements and amounts of stations), multiple ways of praying the Via Creationis 
are welcome. This guide provides some suggestions in case they are helpful, which can be adapted. 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

● Words of welcome (points of “What” and “Why” sections above could be used). 
● Sign of the Cross.  
● Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
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1st STATION: THE GOODNESS OF LIGHT  
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.1  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created the world. 

 
A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:1, 3-4): 
In the beginning… God said: Let there be light, and there 
was light. God saw that the light was good. 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a reflection about scientific insights 
regarding light and the Big Bang, and/or sensorial 
meditation perceiving light in your surroundings. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of light. 

℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
 
 

2nd STATION: THE GOODNESS OF THE SKY  
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created the world. 

 
A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:6, 8): 
Then, God said: Let there be a dome… God called the 
dome “sky.” 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a reflection about scientific insights 
regarding the sky, and/or sensorial meditation perceiving 
air, breeze, and sky. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of the sky. 

                                                 
1 This opening mirrors the Via Crucis opening. An alternative formula could be: 
  ℣. Praise be to you, Creator God. / ℟. We thank you for your magnificent Creation. 
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℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 

3rd STATION: THE GOODNESS OF EARTH AND SEA  
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created the world. 

 
A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:9-12): 
Then God said: Let the water under the sky be gathered 
into a single basin, so that the dry land may appear... God 
called the dry land “earth,” and the basin of water he 
called “sea”. God saw that it was good. Then God said: Let 
the earth bring forth vegetation: every kind of plant that 
bears seed and every kind of fruit tree... God saw that it 
was good. 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a reflection about scientific insights regarding earth and sea, and/or 
sensorial meditation perceiving earth, water, and plants in your surroundings. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of the earth and the sea. 

℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
 
 

4th STATION: THE GOODNESS OF CELESTIAL BODIES  
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created the world. 
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A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:14, 16, 18): 
Then God said: Let there be lights in the dome of the sky… 
The two great lights, the greater one to govern the day, 
and the lesser one to govern the night, and the stars... God 
saw that it was good. 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a reflection about scientific insights 
regarding celestial bodies, and/or sensorial meditation contemplating celestial bodies, 
depending on your time of the day. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of celestial bodies. 

℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
 
 

5th STATION: THE GOODNESS OF WATER AND AIR CREATURES  
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created the world. 

 
A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:20-21): 
Then God said: Let the water teem with an abundance of 
living creatures, and on the earth let birds fly beneath the 
dome of the sky... God saw that it was good. 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a reflection about scientific insights 
regarding water and air creatures, and/or sensorial 
meditation listening to birds and/or observing water 
creatures, depending on your setting. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of water and air creatures. 

℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
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6th STATION: THE GOODNESS OF LAND CREATURES  
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created the world. 

 
A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:24-26): 
Then God said: Let the earth bring forth every kind of living 
creature: tame animals, crawling things, and every kind of 
wild animal... God saw that it was good... Then God said: Let 
us make human beings in our image, after our likeness. 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a reflection about scientific insights 
regarding land creatures, and/or sensorial meditation observing insects and other land 
creatures, depending on your setting. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of land creatures. 

℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
 
 

7th STATION: THE GOODNESS OF EVERYTHING 
 

℣. We adore you, O Creator, and we bless you.  

℟. Because by your holy Word you have created 

the world. 
 
A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:31, 2:3): 
God looked at everything he had made, and found it 
very good… God blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it he rested from all the work he had 
done in creation. 
 
A reading from the Book of Nature: 
Facilitator to lead a closing reflection about the goodness of the whole cosmos, and/or 
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sensorial meditation about your natural setting as a whole. 
 

℣. Thank you, dear Creator, for the gift of all Creation. 

℟. Amen. 

 
Optional: hymn, preferably of creation and/or praise themes. 
 
 

CLOSING 
 
Optional: Our Father, Hail Mary, and/or Glory Be. And final blessing if a priest is present. 
Sign of the Cross.  
 

Text by Laudato Si’ Movement. 
Images by Autumn & Annie. 


